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FARMLANDFINDER RAISES $3 MILLION IN SERIES SEED FUNDING 

 
AMES, Iowa, December 4, 2019 – Ag Startup Engine (ASE), at the Iowa State University (ISU) 
Research Park, announced that another of their portfolio companies, FarmlandFinder, a three year 
old Des Moines, Iowa-based startup known as “the Zillow for Farmland,” has raised $3 million in 
Series Seed funding. The round was led by Cultivian Sandbox of Chicago, Illinois with participation 
from Iowa Farm Bureau’s Rural Vitality Fund and Next Level Ventures.  
 
“Ag Startup Engine was some of the first money into FarmlandFinder,” said Steven Brockshus. 
CEO of FarmlandFinder.” “The capital and access to advisors came at critical times in the business. 
With the support of Cultivian, Iowa Farm Bureau, Next Level Ventures and others, we plan to 
increase access to data through our unique digital tools for buyers and sellers of farmland.” 
 
Iowa Farm Bureau’s Rural Vitality Fund and Next Level Ventures were some of the first investor 
members of ASE that was formed in 2017. 
 
“Steven and his team at FarmlandFinder have been able to prove out our initial thesis that if our 
institutional investor members participate in supporting startup ideation in Iowa, we can help foster 
scalable businesses for them and others outside the state to invest in further,” said Joel Harris, co-
director of the ASE. “It has been inspiring to watch a young entrepreneur like Steven go through 
the process of closing a round like this led by a high quality Chicago based venture capital firm.”  
 
“Steven has done a terrific job of navigating from an idea in an Iowa State University classroom to 
a Series Seed funding event,” commented Kevin Kimle, co-director of the ASE and Director of the 
Iowa State University Agricultural Entrepreneurship Initiative.  “There are people and programs that 
support development of a startup business for the many steps in the journey.  FarmlandFinder is a 
great case study in how to effectively access and leverage those resources over the course of 
time.”  
 
The Ag Startup Engine was nearly three years ago to help address two fundamental gaps that 
prevent agricultural startups and entrepreneurs from being more successful: early seed-stage 
investment and organized mentorship from successful entrepreneurs. Over the next year, the ASE 
hopes to continue to invest in high caliber agriculture startups. 
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Visit www.agstartupengine.com for more information.  
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